HOLBEACH BANK

ACADEMY

e NEWSLETTER
LINCOLN

December 2025

Mexdage ot The Academy Jead,

The Autumn Term is always a long term when the weather changes and the mornings are darker
and even'mgs are longer" than everl However", it is the term where we start anew, embrace chcmge,
build 'r“elationships and challenge ourselves. It is sa_fe to say that every child at Holbeach Bank has
dome just that across this term. We have welcomed our new CEO, My Anderson to the Trust and
he has visited us here at Holbeach Bank across the term, as well as joining us for our festive
services, alongside our Director of Primaries, Mrs Boor, who continues to be involved within the
academy.

This Term has been 'mcr"ediblg busg at Holbeach Bank Academg. The positive attitudes shown bg all
within the academg contributes to the lea’r‘n'mg and achievements we've seen al'r"eadg this term.

We started the term with some local visitors to enhance our learning. We welcomed Mr Gratton
along with his miniature steam engine l'mk'mg to lea'r“n'mg around the industrial revolution in Years
5 & 6, and sound in EYFS. We deepened our musical understand'mg follow'mg the visit fro*m the
travell'mg orchestra in the Summer Term with a visit from the Holbeach Town Bank. See'mg the
imstruments up close and hea’r’mg about their omig'ms and how theg"rve plaged was amazing. We
were fo'r‘tlmate enough to have the opportunity to plag them as well- even the adults had a 90! Read
on to see some pictures. We have enjoged participating in community events fov Remembrance as
well as an exciting visit to the Spald’mg Council Oﬁices for our Acade’mg Councillors along with
other children.

Amorngst all of the excit'mg events which have taken place this term, we have sadlg said '9oodbge
and good luck’ to some members of the team. Miss Patrick, Miss Creek and Miss Appleby have
moved on from Holbeach Bank to follow different paths. We wish them the very best for their
futures and will miss them around the academy. However, we welcome Miss Thorpe, Ms Bollons
and Mrs Hunt to the Holbeach Bank family and know that they are all looking forward to working
with the children and all of you! We send warm congratulations to Miss Phoenix who welcomed a

beautiful babg gi'r“l imn September“.

I would like to thank you all fo*r“ your continued support for our academlj mak'mg it even more
amazing fo*r“ our wo*nde’r‘ful children!

From everyone here at Holbeach Bank, we hope you have a magical Christmas and enjoy some
precious fa’millj time over the festive per“iod. We lookfo*rwa'r"d to welcom'mg you all back in the New

. Miss Canningap

Academg Lead
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Here are just some of the th'mgs we have been up to
in the acade'mlrj this term!

The visit from Holbeach Town
Band was incredible and we all had
the oppm"tu’nitg to pla? the brass
imstruments!

Nick Gratton visited us with his
miniature steam eng ine and
steam-powered organ which

played beautiful music.

Holbeach Bank Acade'mg have raised a fcmtastic
amount towards the follow'mg charities:

Macmillan Cancer
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As we come to the end o]c our Autumn Term, we are delig hted to share all the exciting leam'mg
experiences your children have enjoged.
After" the children settled into our dallg Toutines, ou'r“jou'r‘neg begcm with the topic “Makin
s waves.” Children explcrred how sounds are made and how theg travel th"r“ough diﬁerent
materials, evergdag mnoises, listen'mg games to sharpe'n auditorg skills and musical instruments
to create and compare sounds. The children loved experimenting with sound and discovering
how it shapes the world around us.

After" half term we turned our attention to "N'Lg ht Skg." H'Lg hlig hts included leam'mg about the
solar system, including the Sun, Moon, and planets, understanding why we have day and night
and how the Earth moves, observing stars and constellations through stories and creative art
p’r”ojects, d[scover"'mg nocturnal animals and their speclal adaptatlons. This top'Lc spa’rked
curiosity and wonder, and the children showed great enthusiasm for exploring space and the
creatures of the night. We also need to mention how well the children performed in both the

harvest ]testival and our nativitg, thel_,J were great at leam'mi the songs.
g | |, LR -;; et k

of the p’rogress.'the children have mad hank you for your
continued suppm"t and encourag ement at home. We look forward to more excit'mg lea’r‘n’mg
adventures in the Sp’r"ing Terml!

We are so P’T“OU.

Witham Class have been digg'mg into the past exploﬂ’ng our topic 'Dinosaur Detectives.

Year 1 and 2 have learnt about the ltfe of Ma'rvg A'rmmg m Htstorg mdm out about her
discoveries which she L’r‘ll.‘tLCI.“.l:J called curiosities befo*re later ]tmdmg out taat theg were

]tOSSLI.S We |’1CI.CI. a gO at bemg PO.I.CI.GO'T’I.tOI.OgLStS explormg o.nd dlggl’ﬂg ]tO”r“ our own j:OSSll.S

In Engltsh we have created ca’refullg planned riddles which used CI.CI.JeCtI.VGS to describe
various dinosaurs and wrote our own dinosaur adventure stories where we were the main
characters.

In Music, we have had a ]tcmtastlc time lea'r'n'mg how to plag 'r“hgthms on djembe drums,
across the term we have learnt to plag five songs 'mclud'mg two Christmas songs.
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This term, Nene Class have been bu.sg c*r“eat'mg some t"r“U.lH wonde'r]tu.l workl

We wrote our own amazing versions of The Iron Man by Ted Hughes, using powerful
descriptions and imaginative ideas to bring the story to life. In art, we learned how to paint
like Claude Monet, experimenting with light, colour and brushstrokes to create beautiful
impresslonlst—insphved pieces.

During Parliament Week, we learned all about how Parliament works and even created our
own Po%itical parties, sha’r'mg ideas, debat'mg and voting just like real MPs. We also p”r“epa'rved
or the Christmas Service at St. Luke’s, learning and performing a variety of festive songs

and stories. The children worked incredibly hard and shone brightly during the celebration—

well done, Nene CI.CI.SS!

Throughout the autumn term, Welland have worked with enthusiasm and focus across the
curriculum. In History, the children explored the Industrial Revolution, considering whether it
was a signlfica’nt tum'mg po'mt in British hlstorr"g. This lea’r‘n'mg was enhanced bg a visit from
Nick Gratton, who shared a model steam engine and helped deepen pupils’ understanding of
early locomotives as well as how these were influential during the Industrial Revolution.

During our Science lessons, the focus was on Materials, with children learning how to classify
materials and investigate solutions, Teversible changes and irreversible changes. They worked
hard to create hgpotheses and investigate whether their hgpothesls was correct or not.
Alcmgs'tde this, pupils continued to build their Ccymput'mg skills, successfullg us'mg sp"r“eadsheets
and cr"eat'mg detailed vector d'r"aw'mgs. In Music, the class learned to plag the ukulele,
develop'mg confidence with dlﬁerent chords and perfm‘m'mg arange of pieces, 'mclud'mg
Thunder and several Christmas songs.

Welland also took part in several enrichment activities this term. On Eu'r"opean Lang uages DCI.H
(26th September"), pupils sang French songs, partic'tpated in a French ca]cé "r“ole—plag and
oduced artwork 'msp'rr“ecl bg the Eiﬁel Tower. Du’r"'mg Parliament Week, some pupils visited

Spald'mg Council oﬁices to learn about local government and debates. This experience led to a
livell:j class debate on whether school u’nlfo*r’ms should be banned.

Overall, Welland have shown excellent engagement in their lea'r"n'mg and have p’r“oduced hig h-
qualitg work across the curriculum th”r"oug hout the Autumn term.
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We are aware that pa'rkmg around the academy at busg times is limited and we are cont'muouslg

/ lookmg at ways to support with this, workmg with Lincolnshire Road Safetg Pa’r*tne*r“shtp and local
Police as well. As part of this, we ask that you suppo ensu’r"mg sa etg around the academy by not

park'mg on the gellow zig-zag lines as this is illegal. We also ask that you pa’r"k 'respectfullg with 'rvega'rd

](or others, the children and our academg 'netg h%ors too. We 'r“eallg app*recmte your suppoﬁ mn keepmg

eVBT"H one safe

Don't orget to book ]tO'T" Brr"eakfast Club . Sp’r'mg Term 1 starts Tuesdag O6th
and The Wrap Club as spaces ftll up Jamuary 2026
quickly. s

. Spring half—ter’m Mondag 16th- F'r“iclag

Check the class pages on the website ']ior 20th Feb*r“ucrrvg 2026.
t

'mfo*r“mation about P.E. dags and wha
children will be lea"r"n'mg mnext term.

. Sp’r“'mg Term 2 ends Thu’rsdag 02nd Ap'r"il
2026.

Weeklg |.€SSO’I’IS WL“. take PI.G.CG on the follow'mg CI.CLQS ](O'T" each C[CLSSZ

Y
Glen & Witham- PE on Tuesdag & Thu’r“sdag. ﬁ
Nene- Swimm'mg on V\/ednesdag, PE on F'r"idag. %a
Welland- PE on Tuesdag & Wednesdag.

PE kit must be worn to the academy on these days. Swimming kit needs to be brought in a separate
bag and a sw'tmm'mg hat is 'r"eclu'nved.

eEmail: enquiries@holbeachbankacademy.co.uk Website: www.holbeachbankacademy.co.uk e: %

‘0 Phone: 01406 423375 £
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